CHAPTER   IV

THE POPULATION OF EUROPE

THROUGHOUT human history a constant stream of peoples have made
their way into Europe, until this tiny continent exceeds all others
in density of population and in racial and cultural mixture. Within
recent years the density has become so great in many areas that the
flow of population has been reversed, and Europeans have gone out
to settle new lands and to carry European culture and trade to the four
corners of the world.

THE RACES OF EUROPE

A study of the racial background of the European peoples is of but
limited value to the geographer, as the ethnologists themselves disagree
as to racial classifications, and there are no scientific data of value con-
cerning the characteristics of the various racial groups. Another handi-
cap is the fact that racial mixture has been going on for such a long time
that throughout the continent examples of pure racial stocks are ex-
tremely rare. This diversity and mixture began long before the period
of recorded history. Earliest man seems to have been long-headed, but
even as early as the polished stone period there are evidences of a broad-
headed people living side by side with the long-heads in western
Europe. During the Bronze Age, if not before, a broad-headed people
invaded the British Isles and mixed with the long-heads inhabiting
that area. Thus for countless centuries the mixture has gone on, until
today it is difficult to trace the racial background of the average
European.

The majority of the people of the continent are members of the
Aryan or Indo-European race. These in turn are divided into several
sub-races. Authorities differ as to the exact number. Many geographers
continue to use the classification of Ripley, in which he divides the
people into three major groups, Teutonic, Alpine and Mediterranean,
However, more recent research indicates that this classification may
be too simple; and such authorities as Deniker divide the European
Aryans into some six major and four minor 'divisions. Regardless of
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